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tion shall be construed as empowering the Senate or the National Council to 
restrict or abridge the rights or privileges now exercised by existing Chapters, 
except as expressly provided herein. 

Abucle IX. — Amendments to this Constitution.— 'So change shall be made 
in this Constitution unless the same shall have been proposed at the session of 
the National Council next preceding the session at which the proposed change 
is voted for ; and no vote shall be had upon any such proposed change except 
at a stated hour previously ordered by the meeting ; and no amendment shall 
be made without the concurrence of the delegations of two- thirds of the Chap- 
ters represented in the Council. 

Article X.— Adoption of this Constitution. — This Constitution shall take 
effect when ratified by fourteen Chapters. 



CHAPTER CONSTITUTION. 
(Recommended by the National Council.) 

I. This Society is one of the co-ordinate branches of the body known as 

The United Chapters of the Phi Beta Kappa, and shall be called the 

Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa Society in the State of . 

II. The object of the Phi Beta Kappa Society is the promotion of scholar- 
ship and friendship among students and graduates of American colleges. 

III. The members of the Chapter shall be elected primarily from the best 
scholars of the graduating classes of the college, secondly from those graduates 
of said college whose post-graduate work entitles them to such honor, and 
lastly from any person distinguished in letters, science or education j provided, 
however, that the selection from each graduating class shall not exceed one- 
fourth of the number graduated. But the Chapter may make further limita- 
tions or restrictions. 

IV. In addition to scholarship, good moral character shall be a qualifica- 
tion of membership, and any member who is found to have lost this qualifica- 
tion may be expelled from the Society by a four-fifths vote of the members 
present at a regular annual meeting of the Society. 

V. This chapter shall send a delegation to represent it at each National 
Council of the United Chapters, shall contribute its equal part to the financial 
support of the United Chapters, and shall conform to the constitution of the 
United Chapters, and all the lawful requirements of the National Council. 

VI. This Chapter shall, by the enactment of suitable by-laws, provide for 
its election of officers, the initiation of members, the conduct of its meetings, 
and for such other matters as it may deem wise so to regulate. 
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(See page 246.) 

The following information is sent to the editor by Mr. William 

Short, of Louisville, Ky., great grandson of Peyton Short, brother 

of Hon. William Short, president of the Phi Beta Kappa Society 

from 1779 to 1781 : 



